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ABSTRACT 

 

The tadpole shrimp [Triops cancriformis (Bosc, 1801)] is a shellfish and part of the 

Branchiopoda class, order: Notostraca, Family:Triopsidae, Genus: Lepidurus.  

It is widely spread in fresh waters. It is found in lakes, ponds, and also swamps. The lifetime 

of a single organism is relatively short. It lives up to 100 days icreasing its body size and 

shedding multiple times. The larval stages reach sexual maturity after 2 weeks since hatching. 

Multiple (up to 40) sheds cause the tadpole shrimp to require very good habitat conditions to 

reach the optimal size of the species. The aim of the conducted observations was to study the 

full development cycle of the tadpole shrimp. It is a species evolutionarily old, unchanged in 

shape end habitat expectations since the Triassic (220 mln years). 

It is considered a “living fossil”. As the result of conducted breeding, 14 specimens were 

obtained from drought resistant cysts in coarse-grained sand. They appeared in stages in 

following days of breeding and their lifetime as well as size were varied. The 

shortest-living specimens achieved 20 days and grew up to 13 mm of length. The longest- 

living ones achieved 68 days of lifetime and a length of 25 mm. Careful study of the 

development cycle of the tadpole shrimp might result in understanding the slow pace 

of evolution of said class. The conducted observations demonstrated the rythmicity of 

shedding which depend on food availability, achieving optimal bodysize of the specimens and 

the sexual maturity of the following generation. 
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